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Sir JOSHUA REYNOLDS, 


mw AN PD 


EDMUND BURKE, Eſq. 


GENTLEMEN, 


H E death of a Man ſo much diſtinguiſhed 

in the Republic of Letters as my late much- 

valued friend Dr. Gol Dpsurru, muſt naturally attract 

the notice of the World ; and as there were ſome 

circumſtances attending thatunhappy event, which 

ſeem proper to be made generally known, I have 
preſumed to lay them before the Public, 


A AFTER 


ier 0 NN. 


Arz the Doctor's deceaſe, you were pleaſed 
to honour me with the management of his affairs, 
till the perſon ſhould appear, who was authorized 
to adminiſter to his effects; and I flatter myſelf 
that I have faithfully executed your intention. 
But as the Public are intereſted in the loſs of a man 
ſo conſpicuous for his talents, and his humanity, 
as the late Dr. GoLpsMtrn, they become naturally 
anxious to know the circumſtances of his illneſs 
and death. This has induced many Gentlemen, 
who knew that I had attended him, to apply to me 
for information on the ſubject. I have, accord- 
ingly, readily related to them the particulars which 
came within my knowledge; but having been alſo 
applied to in the News- papers, as well as ä by pri- 
vate letter, I have thought it beſt to publiſh this 
little Pamphlet ; and the rather, as I have reaſon 
to believe ſome perſons have formed very unjuſt and 
uncandid notions reſpecting my conduct in this af- 


fair; and it is therefore preſumed, that theſe con- 


ſiderations 


Geer 


ſiderations will ſufficiently apologize for this Pub- 
lication. 1 


All that is reaſonable to expect from me, is a 
fair detail of the circumſtances with which this 
Caſe was attended. I have attempted little more 
than this; and it is hoped, that what is here of- 
fered to the Public, will prove as ſatisfactory to my 
readers in general, as it has done to many of Dr. 
GoLDsMITH s acquaintance ; to whom 1 appeal, 


whether I have not uniformly advanced the fame 


particulars in private, which I have now thought 


it expedient to publiſh to the world. 


Tux event which gave riſe to this Pamphlet, 
hath given a very ſincere concern to me, as well. 


as to many others. I am, however, willing to take 


this opportunity of expreſſing the great reſpect 


which I have for you, Gentlemen, to whom, with 


your permiſſion, I have taken the liberty of 
addreſſing this Dedication. I am happy in having 


| my 


precio NC 


| my conduct approved by two of Dr. GoLpzmrn's 
moſt intimate and reſpectable friends; both of 
whom have deſervedly attained to a very high de- 
gree of reputation: the one, as the firſt Painter 
of the preſent age ; while the other is univerſally 
celebrated as an upright Senator, and moſt accom- 
pliſEed Orator. : 


. I am, Gentlemen, 
With the greateſt regard, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


on” 


April 25, 1774+ WILLIAM HAWEsõ. 
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for its deſign, I ſhall begin my narrative without any further 
apology. 


S the obſervations which I have made in the Dedica- 


tion prefixed to this piece, will ſufficiently account 


On Friday the twenty-fifth of March, at eleven o'clock at 
night, the late Dr. GoLpsMiTH ſent for me to his Chambers. 
He complained of a violent pain extending all over the fore- 
part of his head; his tongue was moiſt ; he had no cold ſhiver- 
ings or pain in any other part, and his pulſe beat about ninety 
ſtrokes in a minute, He then told me he had taken two ounces 
of Ipecacuanha wine as a vomit, and that it was his intention 
to take Dr. James's Fever-Powders. 1 replied, that in my opi- 
nion this was a medicine very improper at that time, and begged 

B he 


j 


( 2 ] 
he would not think of it: but I am ſorry to ſay, that every ar- 


gument uſed, ſeemed only to render him more determined in 
his own opinion ; which gave me much concern, as I could 
not avoid thinking, that the man whom I had all the reaſon 
in the world to eſteem, was about to take a ſtep which might 
prove extremely injurious to him. I, therefore, endeavoured 
to reaſon medically with him, and obſerved, that his com- 
plaint appeared to be more a nervous affection than a febrile 
diſeaſe. He ſaid, he thought ſo too.” I replied, © Then, 
« Sir, as you have already taken a vomit, which has operated 
t very well, I would adviſe you to take a gentle opiate, which 
% may be a means of quieting the ſtomach ; as after the ope- 
« ration of an emetic it generally produces for a few hours 
* refreſhing ſleep ; after which, in all probability, the com- 
&« plaint in the head will gradually go off, as repeated expe- 
« rjence has confirmed.” To this he anſwered, 1 like your 
© mode of reaſoning well; and for a ſhort time he appeared 
to be convinced, but ſoon after inſiſted upon taking the Poꝛo- 
der. I now found myſelf in a more diſagreeable ſituation, 
than can eaſily be conceived by any perſon whatever, except 
a Brother- Practitioner: for with great concern I ſpeak it, the 
more we endeavour to convince, the more our good in- 
tentions are too frequently treated with diſregard ; and I 

ſolemnly 


MY 


ſolemnly declare, that I felt at that time more anguiſh of 
mind than I had done in fifteen years preceding practice. 
And this for three reaſons : Firſt, the conſequence of this pa- 
tient's health and life to his friends and ſociety : Secondly, 
the deſire which every Practitioner has, or ought to have, of 
doing good when conſulted ; at leaſt not ſuffering his patient 
to do himſelf an injury : Thirdly, from the real friendſhip 
I entertained for the Doctor, on the principles of gratitude 
for his countenance towards an Undertaking, which I have 
for a conſiderable time endeavoured to eſtabliſh in this king- 
dom, and which, by the aſſiſtance of a worthy and able phy- 
ſician, and the favour of the Public, is now likely to take 
place. For theſe reaſons, I could not take my leave without 
again endeavouring to convince him: and tho' ſome of the 
Faculty may perhaps ſmile at me for theorizing (to which they 
have my full conſent), I now purſued that plan; and as 
I had before ſurmounted his objections, in preceding com- 
plaints, by entering a little minutely into the progreſs of 
diſeaſes, and the action of medicines on the human body, I 
hoped it would prove ſucceſsful in the preſent inſtance. I 
told the Doctor, that his ſtomach was yet hardly ſettled from 
the operation of the emetic, and that his frame in general 


ſeemed a good deal agitated; and therefore the Fever- Powder 


would 
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would be more likely to act as a ſimple ſtimulant on the pri- 
mz viz than as a febrifuge, and thus be a means of reprodu- 


cing the vomiting in a very violent degree, or induce a purging; 
and that if it ated upon either ſtomach or inteſtines, it might 
in the end be productive of the moſt ſerious conſequences. 


I HoweEveR, tho' I reaſoned with him on the ſubject, for 


near half an hour, by his bed-fide, and vehemently entreated 
him not to take Dr. James's Powders, yet I could not pre- 


vail upon him to ſay that he would not —At laſt I addreſſed 
him, to the beſt of my remembrance, in the following man- 
ner, Pleaſe, Sir, to obſerve, that if you do take the Fever- 
« Powder, it is entirely without my approbation ; and at the 
« ſame time remember, how very anxious I have been to per- 
t ſuade you to deſiſt from it: and now I will take my leave, 
« if you will be kind enough to grant me one requeſt.” He 
very warmly aſked me, what that was ? I toldhim, that as he 
had always conſulted Dr. Fordyce in preceding illneſſes, and 
had expreſſed the greateſt opinion of his abilities as a phyſi- 
cian, I hoped he would permit me to ſend for him. It was 


full a quarter of an hour before I could obtain his conſent to 


}. ; 
this, as the taking Dr. Tames's Powders appeared to be the 


| only object which employed his attention; and even then he 


endeavoured 


ö 1 
endeavonred to throw an obſtacle in my way, by ſaying, that 
Dr. Fordyce was gone to ſpend the evening in Gerrard-ſtreet, 
<« where, adds he, I ſhould alſo have been, if I had not been 
e indiſpoſed.” I told him, that the diſtance Was 2 matter of no 
conſequence, and that if he would permit it, my man ſhould 
immediately be ſent for him. He replied, «© Well, you may 
c ſend for him, if you will.” I frankly declare, that this laſt 
ſentence was the moſt agreeable to me, of any that he had ut- 
tered during my ſtay with him. I then came home, and im- 
mediately wrote a note to Dr. Fordyce, and diſpatched my 
ſervant, with orders firſt to call in Efſex-ſtreet, and enquire 
whether he was returned ; and if not at home, to proceed to 
Gerrard-ſtreet. Fortunately, the meſſenger found him athome, 


who ſent me word that he would wait on Dr. GoLpsmiTn 
directly. 


As I did not attend at the ſame time with Dr. Fordyce, 

I am ignorant of the converſation that paſſed during his viſit; 
but it was evident that he did not approve of the Fever- Porto- 
der, as he preſcribed other medicines. And, indeed, early the 
next morning the Doctor called at my houſe, and informed 
me, that he had repreſented to Dr. GoLDsMtTH the pre- 
ceding night, the impropriety there would be in his taking 
C | Dr. 


1 
Dr. James's Powders ; but that inſtead of paying any atten- 
tion to his remonſtrances on this ſubje&, he had unhappily 


perſiſted in his own reſolution, and taken two or three doſes 


of the Powger, tho it had operated both as a purgative and 


an emetic. 


* 


Wren I called to ſee him on Saturday morning (the 
twenty-ſixth of March) Dr. GoL.psM1TH's ſervant told me, he 
believed his maſter was dozing, as he lay very quiet. I then 
faid, I would call in the evening; which I accordingly did, 


and his man, with great appearance of concern, when I aſked 


him how his maſter was, replied he was very bad, for he had 


been vomiting all day, and had had a great many looſe ſtools ; 
notwithſtanding which, the ſervant obſerved, the Doctor 


would make him give him Tames's Fever-Powders ; ſo 


that he till continued the uſe of the medicine, and of 


conſequence it encreaſed in its pernicious operation, by which 


means the evacuations were continued for at leaſt eighteen 


hours. I afterwards went into Dr. GoLpsMiTH's chamber, 
and found him extremely reduced, and his pulſe was new 
become very quick and ſmall. When I enquired of him how 
he did, he ſighed deeply, and in a very low voice ſaid, © he 
* wiſhed he had taken my friendly advice laſt night” (meaning 


Friday 


* 
Friday night, the twenty fifth of March): and this was all 
he ſaid during this viſit; for whatever other queſtions I 
thought proper to aſk him, he appeared ſo much exhauſted as 
not to be able to make any reply to them; and I clearly per- 
ceived he was ſo very weak and low, from the large and co- 
pious evacuation, that he ſeemed to have neither ſtrength nor 


ſpirits to ſpeak. 


As Dr. Fordyce had viſited him a little before my attend- 
ance on him at this time, I thought it unneceſſary to trouble 


him to make a reply to many enquiries : accordingly I took 


my leave ;- at the ſame time being firmly convinced in my 
own mind, that every bad conſequence was to be expected 


from the violent operation of this medicine, 


I was very ſoon too well confirmed in my opinion by 
Dr. Fordyce's calling upon me at my houſe, and acquainting 
me with much regret, that Dr. GoLpsMITH by taking Dr. 
James's Poroders had done himſelf ſo much injury, that he 
thought it right to propoſe calling in another Phyſician, as 
he would not follow his advice; in hopes that by ſo doing, 
the patient would be convinced of the danger of his ſitua- 


tion, and conſequently be more inclined to conform to the 


mode 
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| mode of treatment preſcribed. Dr. Fordyce ſaid, he knew 
that Dr. GoLDsM1TH had a great opinion of Dr. Turton ; 

and deſired I would go very early in the morning, and if 1 

found him no better, to perſuade him to call in that Gentle- 

man. At eight o'clock, the next morning, I went, and found 


him much worſe. He had paſſeda very bad night, having vo- 
mited ſeveral times, and had many looſe ſtools ; he lay abſo- 
lutely ſunk with weakneſs; and I was ſo very clear reſpecting 
the exceeding bad ſituation he was in, that inſtead of fatiguing 
him with any queſtions, I immediately exerted my utmoſt 
endeavours to perſuade him to ſend for Dr. Turton ; to 
which he (being now, tho' too late, convinced of his un- 
fortunate mode of proceeding) very readily conſented, 
and delired me to order his ſervant to go directly. I ac- 
cordingly did, and the Doctors Fordyce and Turton met at 
the time appointed, to affiſt at a conſultation, which was 
continued twice a day till his death. 


As theſymptoms whicharoſe afterwards in the diſeaſe, were 
noticed with the utmoſt accuracy by the able Phyſicians who 
attended him, they do not come within my province ; I have 
only endeavoured to give the Public a clear and conciſe account 
of the miſchievous effects the Fever-Poeders produced in the 
before 


[9 1 


before recited caſe; and am deeply concerned hen ] conſider 
that they have, by an injudicious application, been productive 
of the loſs of a life ſo valuable, and ſo important to Society. 


I nopz it will not here be deemed impertinent in an 
Apothecary to declare, that in the courſe of his buſineſs, he 
has had the opportunity of ſeeing ſeveral Caſes wherein this 
noted Fever- Poder has proved highly injurious ; which muſt 
generally be the conſequence when an Antimonial Medicine, 
very violent frequently in its operation, has become ſo uni- 
verſally faſhionable, as to be adminiſtered in almoſt all 
feveriſh complaints, and in all ſtages of fevers, and too 
often ſuffered to be given at the diſcretion of Old Women, 
or, at leaſt, by thoſe who cannot have the ſmalleſt Preten- 
ſions to medical knowledge, * 


Ar the ſame time it would be a proof of the greateſt want 
of candour not to acknowledge, that much good has ariſen 
from the proper andſkilful exhibition of Dr. James s Powders, 
in many caſes of fevers. From theſe conſiderations I am 
firmly of opinion, that theſe Powgers, or indeed any other 


Since the above was written, I have read ſome very ingenious remarks relative to 
Dr. James's Fever-Powder, in a Pamphlet entitled, Obſervations on Antimony,” 
read before the Medical Society of London, by John Miller, M. D. which have con- 
firmed me in my opinion on this ſubject. 


n 
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very powerful and active medicines, ſhould never be taken in 
any acute diſeaſe, but by the advice and direction of a Phy- 
fician, or in his abſence an Apothecary. 


As a confirmation of what I have advanced, I refer to the 
practice of Dr. James himſelf, who always adminiſters his 
Fever-Powders with great caution and circumſpection, and 
deſiſts from the exhibition of them, when he finds them not 
operate in the manner he wiſhed or expected. Is it then pro · 
per to truſt a remedy frequently ſo very powerful in its 
operation, in the hands of the unſkilful, who are incapable 
of forming a proper judgment either of its good or bad 


T wiLL here beg leave to lay before the Public, a circum- 
ſtance which has happened more than once within my 
practice, and which, I doubt not, has likewiſe occurred to 
many of my brethren: A Gentleman whom I had been 
uſed to attend for ſome years, ſent for me after he had been 
ill two days, and informed me, that he had taken Dr. Fames's 
Fever- Powders without finding himſelf any thing the better; 
ſome of the doſes having cauſed him to vomit and purge 
violently, whilſt others had a different effect. His ſervant, 
being an attentive man, brought me the remaining papers to 

look 


J 


took at, which I put in my pocket, and weighed, as ſoon as 
I came home: one weighed three, another four, and the 


third upwards of fix grains. Now, as much depends on the 
exhibition of a proper quantity of this remedy, and even 
with that advantage its action is extremely uncertain, every 
reaſonable man muſt be convinced, that adminiſtering a 
medicine ſo powerful as theſe Fever-Pouders are in fo 
| irregular a manner, muſt often be produdtive of the moſt ſe- 


rious conſequences. — 


I wis to remove the film of prejudice from the eyes of 
the Public, and to make them ſee clearly the great impro- 
priety there is in indiſcriminately taking this or any other 
powerful medicinal preparation, without the previous advice 
of a perſon qualified to direct its exhibition: and I do 
affirm, that if this caution were more attended to than it gene- 
rally is, much uneaſineſs would be prevented in ſlight com- 
plaints, and the danger n avoided in thoſe of a more 


ſerious nature. 


I nor the Public will be convinced, that in the relation 
of the unfortunate caſe of the late much- reſpected Dr. 
GoLDsMITH, I have no other defign than to give them 
a juſt repreſentation of the affair, and to convince 

them, 
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me a proper opportunity, I will take the liberty of laying 
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them, that my conduct therein has been irreproachable : and 


as a proof of my ſincere deſire to render myſelf beneficial to 
mankind, and the preſent unfortunate caſe ſeeming to afford 


down a few plain rules, which I hope will have a due atten- 
tion paid to them by my readers. 


FirsT, To thoſe who are prepoſſeſſed in favour of Dr. 
Fames's | Fever- Powder, and take or preſcribe it in too 
indiſcriminate a manner, I would earneſtly recommend to 
keep Apothecaries ſcales and weights by them, and whilſt 
they are in health, weigh it out in proper proportions, 
according to the effects they wiſh it ſhould produce, and 
have each parcel of the ſame weight wrapped up, and the 
quantity contained therein wrote on the outſide * or if 
proper ſcales and weights cannot be readily obtained, to ſend 
the Powders to a neighbouring Apothecary, and mention in 
writing (not by a verbal meſſage by ſervants, in a circum- 
ſtance of ſo much importance) the quantities to be weighed 
out. Many Gentlemen of the Temple, &c. whom I have 

The above rule may to ſome perſons appear trifling; but they will perhaps change 
their opinion when they are informed, that it is an undoubted fact, that many keep 


Dr. Jams Fewer-Powders conſtantly by them when in health, in order to make uſe 
of when they are occaſionally taken ill. 


not 


* 
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not had the pleaſure of knowing, have been ſo thoroughly 
convinced of the neceflity of this caution, that they have 
applied to me to have Dx. James's ' FeveR-PowDERs 
properly divided; which I always performed with the utmoſt. 
willingneſs, and do not in the leaſt doubt, but that my Brother 
Apothecaries, in a matter of ſo much importance as the uſe 
of this very powerful medicine, will be equally ready, when 
application is made to them, to comply with a * of this 
* 1 


b 8zconDLy, In a caſe of ſo much inportance as the reco- 
very of health, no perſon ſhould depend too much upon their 
own judgment; or, what is ſtill worſe, implicitly rely on 
the judgment of ſuch of his acquaintance who 1 may acci- 
dentally drop in to viſit him ; and who, from being engaged in 
purſuitsof a different nature,cannot be ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed 
of medical knowledge. I have frequently, after reaſon 
ing with my patient, perhaps my friend, upon a ſubje& fo 
important as the uſe or abuſe of Dr. James's Fever-Pow- 
ders, been filenced by the arrival of an acquaintance, whe 
finding his friend's indiſpoſition to be a feveriſh complaint, 
has immediately adviſed the taking of theſe active powders, 
without aſking any previous queſtion whatever, which might 


E lead 
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lead to a knowledge of the propriety or impropriety of ſuch 
advice. And here I cannot avoid making one additional re- 
mark, which is, That whena medicine, potent in its operation, 
is onde taken, the die is caſt. The natural conſequences of 
the preparation, Whether beneficial or pernicious, will inevi- 


 tably follow ; and that friend or vequsintanee whoſe offi- 


cus tenderneſs has led him to recommend {for waht of an 


| Meyuate degree of knowledge) an improper medicine, cannot, 


after it has once been adminiſtered, prevent or counteract its 
effects, however dangerous or fatal. He cannot then check 
thoſe inceſſant vomitings, purgings, and other increaſed 
fecretions, which the Fever Powder too frequently pro- 
duces ; nor can he reſtore the muſcular and vaſcular ſtrength, 


when feduced to the loweſt ebb by the violent operation of 
this, or any other powerful medicine. I am the rather in- 


duced to make this obſervation, from the preſent reigning 
propenſity to quackery, which has been excited by the nume- 
rous advertiſements of Nos rRuus, (the productions of artful, 

intereſted, and often ignorant men) which perpetually appear 
in the News-papers, as well as by hand-bills offered us in the 
public ſtreets, to the diſgrace of our police ; and by which 


means the Lowery, as s well as the too credulous wealthy 
people 


«4% ˙— —. 
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1 
people in this country, are moſt Ry and ſometimes 
fatally injured. | 


Tmxplr, I could wiſh it were poſſible (for the writer, 
tho a perſon of no great conſequence in life, has the moſt 
friendly diſpoſitions to all mankind) to perſuade, the gene- 
rality of people, and more particularly thoſe of rank or 
opulence, who are apt to be the moſt impatient when 
attacked with any diforder, To HAVE A LITTLE MORB 
PATIENCE AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF A DISEASE $ 
and tho' they ſhould be ſeized with a violent head-ach, pain 
in their limbs, heat, and other febrile ſymptoms z or, indeed, 
the ſymptoms of any acute diſeaſe, whether topical or 
general Inflammations, Rheumatic Fever, &c, not too 
precipitately to apply (expecting immediate eaſe and relief) 
to Dr. James's Powders, or any other very powerful active 
medicine; for altho' theſe ſymptoms may be extremely diſ- 
agrecable to beat, yet a very ſhort time has often pro- 
duced a total freedom from this uneaſy ſituation and I 
dare ſay that every Practitioner, as well as myſelf, has 
ſeen innumerable inſtances, particularly in feveriſh attacks, 
wherein by going to bed, and drinking two or three half 
pints of warm Mountain-whey, or other warm diluting 


liquors, 


Search 
Dlications 


p * 
2 LY 
LT oe oe 46 Ob pe = * 


( 16 J : 
liquors, a kindly ſweat has broken out in an hour or*two, 
which excretion has carried off all the ſymptoms that 
produced ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions in the perſon taken ill; 
and I will venture to affirm, that greater numbers have done 
well at the beginning of Fevers, and other acute diſcaſes, 
by acting in the above manner, than by taking Dr. James's 
Powders; tho' the Publick Ledger does indeed inform us, 
almoſt every day, that this celebrated Noſtrum will gene- 
1 rally cure a Fever in a few hours, tho attended with every 
« bad ſymptom.” But I will take upon me to aſſert, that many 


perſons, by attending to the above precautions, have imme- 
; diately put a ſtop to the diſeaſe, and thereby prevented 


thoſe dangerous conſequences which were to be apprehended 
from it; whereas, if they had taken the Fever-Powopess, 
or indeed any other very powerful medicine, they would 
have ſo much interrupted Nature in the courſe of her opera- 
tions, as to prevent her giving her kind aſſiſtance in the 


further progreſs of the diſorder: and I am certain, that the 


injudicious application of potent remedies, at the beginning 
of diſeaſes, has not only been productive of long and tedious 


illneſſes, but has too frequently oocaſioned the loſs of a truly 
valuable life to the community *. For it is an indiſputable 


Dr. Miller, in the Pamphlet before referred to, has the following obſervations 


relative to the uſe of Dr. Zame!'s Fever- Powder. lu the courſe, fays he, of more 


than 


171 
axiom, that whenever powerful means are adminiſtered, if 
the conſequences are not beneficial, they muſt be exceedingly 
pernicious, and-perhaps fatal and irreparable. 


| PRIxcipils oBSTA is an excellent maxim, and what I 
would recommend to every one; take care in the beginning 
of a diſorder, and you will nine times out of ten fave your- 
ſelf the trouble of applying to any powerful Noſtrum what- 
ever ; for it frequently happens that when the diſeaſe has ob- 
tained full poſſeſſion, ſerò medicina paratur. 


Tur deſire I have to warn mankind againſt the fatal effects 
produced by the indifcriminate exhibition of various potent 


«i than twenty years practice, though I have never preſcribed this medicine, yet I have 
© not, after fairly declaring my opinion, oppoſed its being given when deſired by the 
44 fick or their relations; and as the cure, where I have been concerned, has been wholly 
« committed to it, without the addition of any medicine, or even regimen, excepting 
« what is deſcribed in the printed direRions, or what the inventor himſelf has ordered ; 
0 ſome fair opportunities have occurred of obſerving it's effects; to which, and to every 
* other information that could be obtained, with a mind open to conviction, I have 
« carefully attended. But in this, as in all our former reſearches, the evidence has 
6 been unfavourable to the fame of the Powder, | 
In ſome inſtances it has occaſioned fainting, convulſions, and other violent ſym- 
* ptoms, which terrified thoſe who gave it. In all which I have ſeen it has proved 
* unſucceſsful, though, in ſome cafes, the cure has afterwards been accompliſhed by 
« ſafer methods; and i in thoſe where it was too late to uſe any other remedies, the ſick 
have died, although it was probable they might have recovered by a different manage- 
ment, which has ſucceeded” in fimilar inſtances ; but from an abuſed and miſplaced 
confidence, has been too often ſet aſide to make way for this favourite medicine.” 


Obſervation; en Antimony, page 92, 93. 
F medicines, 


Ch 
tions 


i 
medicines, has poſſibly betrayed me into an improper 
warmth of expreſſion (perhaps not altogether ſo prudent for 
one in my preſent ſituation of life), which I flatter myſelf 
will be excuſed by the humane and ſenſible part of the 
Public, when it is conſidered, that the preſervation of the 


lives of my fellow-creatures was the principal incitement 


to it. 


1 covrp here expatiate amply on the uſe of bleeding, 
bliſters, antimonials, and other potent remedies in acute 
diſeaſes ; but the preſent unhappy occaſion requiring a 
ſpeedy publication of this little production, my other avo- 
cations will not permit me at preſent to think of i it. But if 
Iſhould be bleſſed with health and opportunity, Imay poſlibly, 
at ſome future period, trouble the Public with my ſentiments' 
on theſe important means of relief and recovery ; and en- 
deavour to ſhew, upon rational and conſiſtent principles, that 
theſe very powerful medical applications require the cleareſt 
ideas of the cauſes and progreſs of diſeaſes, to render them 
truly uſeful in the healing art. 5 


I HAvE now finiſhed the relation of this unhappy caſe, 


and thoſe obſervations to which it has given riſe ; and 1 ap- 


prehend, that the hints which I have thrown out on the 
too 


E Þ, | 
too early application of powerful remedies, in the beginning 
of acute diſeaſes, cannot be wholly improper. 1 have, indeed, 
been the more ſtimulated to this publication by the opinion 
of ſome of my friends; who in the relation of the caſe, re- 
queſted me to make it public for the general good, and with 
a view to prevent ſuch unfortunate incidents in future. I was 
at firſt rather averſe to this but as Dr. GoLDsMITH's death 
is now become a ſubject of general converſation, and various ; 
reports have been propagated reſpecting my conduct, during 

my attendance upon him, I hope the Public will do me the 
| juſtice to believe, that no vain deſire of appearing in the cha- 
racer of an Author, has occaſioned the publication of theſe 
pages ; but that a ſolicitude to give a juſt repreſentation of the 
beginning of the Doctor's illneſs, and to prevent, as much as 
in my power, the indiſcriminate and injudicious application 
of any very powerful medicine, were the only motives that 
induced me to ſubmit this to the inſpection of the Public. 


As theſe were really the motives to which this publication 
owes its origin, I hope my readers will be ſufficiently 
equitable and candid to give them their full force; and if 
they do this, and endeavour to profit by the relation of this 
unfortunate caſe, and the few plain rules which I have laid 

| down 


1 1 

[down to prevent an improper treatment of perſons in thoſe of 
a ſimilar nature, I ſhall think .myſelf abundantly rewarded ; 
and that any trouble with which this appeal to the Public 
may have been attended, has been much more than ſuffi- 
ciently compenſated. : 


Beroxe I conclude, it may not be improper to obſerve, 
(as a kind of | apology for ſome particulars which are before 
related to have paſſed between me and Dr. GoLDpsmiTH) 
that he was bred a Phyſician, and therefore it was natural 


to converſe with him on the ſubje& of his diſorder in a 


medical manner ; but his attention had been ſo wholly 


abſorbed by polite literature, that it prevented him from 


making any great progreſs in medical ſtudies. As an elegant 
Writer, he will always be held in the higheſt eſteem by all 
perſons of true taſte. His Traveller and Deſerted Village are 
deſervedly numbered amongſt the beſt poetical productions 
of the preſent age; and ſome of his eſſays, and other pieces, 
are very advantageouſly. diſtinguiſhed by genuine wit and 
native humour. It ſhould alſo be remembered, that he was 
as amiable as a man, as excellent as a writer, His humanity 
and generoſity greatly exceeded the narrow limits of his 
fortune ; and thoſe who were no judges of the literary merit 


of 


\ 
S 


r 
of the Author, could not but love the Man for that bene- 
volence by which he was ſo ſtrongly characteriſed. 


. 


N. B. As my late reſpected and ingenious friend, Dr. 
GoLDsMITH, was pleaſed to honour Dr. Cogan and myſelf 
with his patronage and aſſiſtance iN THE UNDERTAKING 
FOR THE RECOVERY OF PERSONS APPARENTLY DEAD BY 
DROWNING, AND OTHER SUDDEN ACCIDENTS, now on the 
point of being eſtabliſhed in this kingdom; I think I can- 
not ſhew a greater proof of my eſteem for the deceaſed, than 
by applying the profits of this Publication (if any ſhould ariſc) 
to an inſtitution, the deſign of which was favourcd with his 
approbation. 
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